Victoria Park’s greens plan
fails to bowl over everyone

By Robert Downes

Have your say on this story at messengernewspapers.co.uk e

FAMILIES visiting a Stretford park will have a

next year will be able to enjoy a spot of
bowling, thanks to a £10,000 lottery
grant to improve facilities.

The Friends of Victoria Park scooped
the Awards for All cash to fund free
family bowling on the existing greens
there. ALl

The new facility should be up and
running by spring, with any remaining
cash paying to improve other park facil-
ities, such as benches and fencing.

However, Messenger has learned sen-
ior bowlers whe use the greens regular-
ly fear unsupervised use of the greens
could wreck them.

Bowler Linda Webb said: “We are a
bit worried about the kids not being
properly supervised on the grounds,
which could ruin them. 2

“There’s a lot of little things we are
concerned about as well though.

“They already have a key to the shed,
which was left open on one occasion.

“It’s not just the ladies who feel this
way, I believe the men aren’t very
happy either.”

She added: “They’re trying to say the
kids are really interested but they’re
not. It’s just to get them away from the
parents for an hour.” :

. The friends group says, however, that
the cash will mean fresh new talent
coming through the ranks and will only
be good for the sport.

“We realise many clubs will be con-
cerned the greens will be damaged if
they are open for use by all, but we
believe if youngsters are invited to take
part and taught to reenact tha anaa i+
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't be lost. : :
“We have two beautifully kept bowl-

ood time, and the greens

ing greens in our

behind locked

the bowling clubs.

“Membe

park but they are
gates so are only used by

just go and play.

“We thought we’d set up our own
youth bowling club and run it at the
weekend from next spring, just in time
for the next bowls season. i

“If will be open to all and we'd really
like to get a bowls coach in.”
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