
 
 

Victoria Park 
Trafford Council 

Green Flag Award 2012/2013 
 
 
Bandscores 
 

Desk 
Assessment  

0-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-30    

Field 
Assessment 

20-29 30-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-70 

Overall score 30-44 45-54 55-59 60-65 66-69 70-74 75-79 80+ 
 

Status - PASS 
Overall band score 70-74 
 
Desk Assessment Feedback 
Band score 20-24 
 
 
 



Criteria  
  

Strengths  Recommendations  Response 

Presentation  
 
 
 

Well presented and with good 
photographs 

  

Health, Safety 
& Security 
 
 

The appropriate section contains 
satisfactory information for 
example  all trees are tagged and 
there ia a corporate tree inspection 
regime 

A little more information would be 
useful e.g. what is the lone worker 
policy? 

The Staff at Victoria do not work 
alone however we can bring the 
policy if requested. 

Maintenance 
of equipment, 
buildings  
& landscape 
 

 The Management Plan explains the 
outline of the park’s policy 

  It is slightly confusing in some of its 
detail for example who is responsible 
for the maintenance of the scout hut? 

The Scout hut is leased to the scout 
group, the maintenance will be 
detailed in that lease but does not lie 
with the parks management. 

Litter, 
cleanliness, 
vandalism    
 
 

The document explains that the 
staff are responsible for managing 
this criteria whilst on duty. 

What is the system for dealing with 
the periods outside staffing hours? 

We can and do request community 
safety patrols and work with Police 
and PCSO’s. 

Environmental 
Sustainability 
 
 

  There are good corporate policies 
e.g. no peat policy. 

It would be helpful if there were a 
few more specifics included e.g. what 
pesticides are used in the park and for 
what purpose? 

Minimal pesticide use but specifics 
could be produced if requested. 

Conservation 
of 
heritage & 
nature 
 
 

There are some commendable 
schemes in the park e.g. a wildlife 
garden, a small pond, & long grass 
areas. 

It would be interesting to know if 
there are any old, Victorian bedding 
schemes or Veteran trees in the park? 

 



Community 
Involvement 
 
 

 This is a real strength.  The local 
community is well involved in this 
park for example managing a 
community centre, obtaining 
funding for schemes, purchasing 
equipment and there is a scout hut 
in the grounds.   

   

Marketing 
Strategy 
 
 

There are various web sites and 
leaflets etc.  There was a recent 
departmental visitor survey. 

It would be interesting if visitor 
numbers could be ascertained.  Also 
what are the Friend’s Group numbers 
and how many are actively involved? 

This is quite an exercise and not one 
we currently have resources for. 

Overall 
management 
 
 
 

The Management Plan is a good 
document and easily administered 
in Victoria Park 

There appears to be some anomalies 
in that the document was reviewed in 
2012 but certain schemes are 
programmed for 2011. 

Unfortunately some errors have crept 
in when projects have had to be 
rolled over. 

Additional comments   
This appears to be a very popular community park with excellent community involvement 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field Assessment Feedback 
Band score 50-54 
 
Criteria  Strengths  Recommendations 

  
Response 

A Welcoming 
Place 
 
 
 
 
 

Access points are easily visible and 
inviting, giving a ‘cared for’ appeal 
to visitors. Visitors are greeting 
with very detailed notice boards 
when accessing from main 
entrances. 
 
Access meets with standards to 
achieve disabled access. 

The perimeter hedgerow of Victoria 
Road is strewn with litter, giving as 
poor initial impression for visitors.  
 
There is a surface trip hazard at the 
Park Road entrance.  
 
Whilst signage is to be welcomed, in 
some places visitors are faced with 
multiple signs – caution should be 
given to installing too many signs 
around entrances. 
 
Finger posts into the park direct to 
key facilities but not the community 
room. Consider including an added 
stand to the signboard to direct 
visitors to the building. 
 

It is recognised as a major through 
route from Stretford Town Centre 
and is targeted 3 times a week for 
street cleaning. 
Area was re-laid following last 
inspection. 
 
We are monitoring signage. 
 
 
 
 
 
Will look to assist the Friends in 
finding funding. 

Healthy, Safe  
and Secure 
 
 
 
 

Key management issues like litter, 
and dog fouling are addressed 
through the provision of a good 
number of bins. 
 
Matters like access to clean safe 

There was a surface trip hazard at the 
Park Road entrance.  
 
There was a serious an immediate 
hazard to the corner of the tennis 
courts where a grid cover was broken. 

See above. 
 
 
This will be repaired. 
 
 



toilets and first aid box is provided 
at the community room. 

This should be repaired with urgency. 
Indication was given that this hazard 
had been reported and not dealt with 
for some time, posing a serious risk of 
a claim against the Council. 
 
The edging to the wetpour safety 
surfaces of some equipment within 
the playground was clearly a risk. In 
some instances weeds had been 
growing for a while and a trip hazard 
of over 1 inch was noted, posing a 
risk to children. Edging to wetpour 
must be repaired.  
 
The bowls pavilion roof is 
structurally unsound; there is 
brickwork missing, broken guttering 
to the rear and no down spout.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This will require a funding bid to 
find the 10K estimate for resurfacing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The buildings are inspected by the 
Trafford Architects department as 
part of a rolling regime. Some small 
remedial works are carried out by the 
Ground force infrastructure team. 

Clean and  
Well 
Maintained 
 
 
 
 

The park was very clean (with the 
exception of the hedgerow on 
Victoria Road) and overall the 
grounds maintenance is of a good 
standard.   

Building maintenance is emerging as 
a key risk for the Council; in 
particular consideration should be 
given to roof of the bowls pavilion 
and windows / door of the community 
room. 
 
New areas of surfacing have been 
installed and overall the Council in 
partnership with the Friends have 
drawn in added funding for works. 

See above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
There is a break in the hedgerow by 
the playground – replant. 
There is sycamore and other invasive 
species within hedgerows at various 
locations and these invasives should 
be removed. 
 

 
On site gardener should have dealt 
with these. 

Sustainability 
 
 
 
 
  

No peat use and evidence of 
spraying was not noted.  
 
Arboricultural standards were good 
with trees having been marked and 
inspected.  
 

Some thought could be given to how 
the park itself can become even more 
eco friendly. For example how can 
energy consumption be reduced 
further, can waste be recycled more. 

Where possible we look to reduce 
energy and waste as both of these 
contribute to our costs. 

Conservation 
and Heritage 
 
 
 
  

Historic features like the laying our 
of rose bedding have been retained 
and there is evidence of bio 
diversity being encouraged, for 
example bird boxes, differential 
mowing, wildlife areas, etc. For an 
urban park a significant amount of 
work has been undertaken to make 
this a strong area for judging. 

Whilst strong commitment is given to 
the conservation of natural features 
the same can not be said of the 
buildings. The bowls pavilion roof is 
structurally unsound, there is 
brickwork missing, broken guttering 
to the rear and no down spout. 
 
Efforts should be made to restore the 
two historic crown gates into the 
park.  
 

The buildings are inspected by the 
Trafford Architects department a 
specialist qualified section as part of 
a rolling regime. Some small 
remedial works are carried out by the 
Ground force infrastructure team. 
 
 
This will require a funding 
application and is in the management 
plan. 

Community 
Involvement 
 
 

The judges commented that this was 
outstanding and the park is fortunate 
to be served by one of the best and 
most committed Friends Groups we 

With support from the Council, the 
aspirations of the Friends might be 
further developed, for example, 
expanding further the tearoom 

This and the building lease have been 
put before the council asset 
management section. We await a 
legal view. 



 
  

have known.  
 
The commitment, drive and 
enthusiasm of the Friends is a credit 
to the park and their work should be 
encouraged. The park is awash with 
good examples of community 
involvement, for example the 
mosaic, tennis coaching.  
 

opening.  

Marketing 
 
 
 
 
  

A strong commitment is made to 
promoting the park through various 
means including internet. The 
Friends publish an events calendar 
for the year with a range of 
activities that suit all within the 
community. The park features in 
other marketing material.  
 
Notice boards are very detailed and 
informative and no items are out of 
date.  
 

Some thought could be given to how 
the Council and Friends can widen 
further the good name and reputation 
of Victoria Park, to maybe attract a 
wider audience.  

We will endeavour to do so. 

Management 
 
 
 
 
  

The park makes a commitment to 
Green Flag and has retained a good 
level of commitment to the park 
despite cuts to budgets. 
 

From discussion on site it’s clear that 
a decision needs to be determined 
over the long term future of the 
community room. The Friends have 
demonstrated their ability to 
management this facility for the good 
of the park and a lease should be 
considered appropriate, given that 

The building lease has been put 
before the council asset management 
section. We await a legal view to 
move a formal lease forward. 



similar leases exist for other buildings 
(e.g. scouts, bowls). The leasing of 
the building could offer opportunities 
for the Friends securing funds to 
refurb and improve it further.   
 

Additional Comments 
The judges would commend the Friends in particular on the commitment it is making at the 
park. It was refreshing to see such a strong commitment being made by local people in the 
Friends of Victoria Park and to have drawn in over £172,000 for the park in recent years is a 
huge accomplishment. Overall this is a strong Green flag applicant park which scores well 
across many criteria. 

 

 
 
 
 


